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CIA DEFECTOR SAID TO SERIOUSLY DAMAGE U.S. INTELLIGENCE
BY MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN
WASHINGTON

Former CIA agent Edward Howard's defection did ‘serious damage" to U.S.
Spying 1n the Soviet Union, Sen. Patrick Leahy, VviCe® chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, saig Thursday.

Asked about 3 published report that Haward 'wiped out the ( CIA's) Moscaow
station,” a senior U.S, intelligence official, requesting anonymity, replied:
"Maybe it would be goad for the Soviets tao believe that."Howard had been trained
to become a clandestine CIa agent in Moscow posing as a U.S. Embassy budget
officer. But he was fired in June 1983 before beginning that job, because a
polygraph test suggested he had used 1llegal drugs and engaged in petty theft.

The FBI was put an Haward's trail last fall by Soviet KGB defectaor Vitaly
Yurchenko, who himself returned to the Soviet Union last year.

Last September, Howard, then a budget analyst for the New Mexico legislature,

eluded FBI agents watching his house, days befare he was charged with selling
secrets to the Soviets in Austria in 1984 fgr $6,000.

Last October, U.S. sources said he had been spotted in Finland and was
presumed to have gone to the Soviet Union.

U.S. 1ntelligence officials were quick to point gut that, as ane put it,
Howard, 34, "was the first ex- CIA official that's ever wound up in Mascow.
Scores have come the other way."Speaking to reporters in the Capitol, Leahy,
D-Vt., said, "Whenever the (Saviet) KGR (spy agency) has had someane defect tg
the United States, it has caused damage to the Soviet Union, so it's only
logical to assume that when we have a defectar it damages the United States.

“You just have to assume it's serigus damage, but I don't think the extent of
the damage will ever he made public. Nor shauld it be." Leahy said. "I would
hope nobody in the administration or Congress spells out a long laundry list of
exactly what this means," because that cauld ‘canfirm things the Soviets only
suspect and tell them things they don't know."Noting that Howard's defection had
now teen reparted by the Soviet newspaper Izvestia, assistant FBI director
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William Baker said, "We certainly give a lot of credence to the Sgvietsg' public

remarks. We have ng reason to believe they are untrue." He declined tg discuss
the damage Howard had done.

CIA  spokeswoman Kathy Pherson also would not Comment on the Moscow report.'

A senior U.S. intelligence afficial said, "Anything we say 15 just going to
help Moscow, and we're not going to do that."Last year, U.S. sources said the
CIA had lost contact with a Soviet citizen in Moscow who had long proviged
valuable infarmation about high-technolagy electronics and aviation research.

Other published reparts suggested that Howard had known the methad by which

the CIA contacted this SPy and others working for the United States inside the
Saviet Union.

One published report said that since Howard's waork for the Soviets became
public, five U.S. intelligence officers in the Soviet Union had been caught by

Leahy said, "Both the CIA and the FBI realize there were problems in
handling this case and steps have been taken By ( CIA Director William) Casey
and (FBI Director William) Webster tg correct them and not sweep them under the
rug."The government has acknawledged that a year after he left the CIA, still

contemplated entering the Sgviet Embassy in Washingtan and telling what he knew.
This information was not glven to the FBI for more than a year.

Leahy said he expected the Saviets "Will do a great deal to show him living
well and to trumpet him. I expect to see him brought out a lot to make all kinds
af statements. I cautian you to take them with a grain of salt. They will try to
make it a very big event tg tg try to get others to defect."The senator said the

Leahy said there was no way to absolutely halt defections, but he said they
might be limited if U.S. Intelligence agencies would “da a better job of ongoing
screening and ongoing checks of pecple with access to classified
Information."The CIA's Casey conceded recently that every (.S, Intelligence
agency 1s years behind schedule in reinvestigating its employees for security
risks. A congressional sgurce said that since the spate af SPy cases last year,
U.S. agencies were "giving greater emphasis to rechecking the employees they've
already hired."
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